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the constitutional duty of the United
States Senate to give us a verdict:

Did the President actually obstruct
Congress?

Did he actually abuse power?

What were the definitions of those
things?

They are not crimes.

What were the definitions?

Let’s find out the judgment of these
Senators, yes or no, guilty or not
guilty, and then the next question is:
Should he be removed from office?

I say not. I didn’t see the evidence
here. I don’t see any crimes, and there
have been no crimes.

All it amounts to also is in delaying
these Articles of Impeachment if the
Speaker can block a majority action
from the House of Representatives,
then the Speaker can block every ac-
tion from the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. It is not a sustainable po-
sition for the Speaker to refuse to mes-
sage and have a de facto veto because
that would make the Speaker of the
House all-powerful with a veto for any
piece of action that would come
through the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Let’s get this done this week, and I
encourage the Senate to get it done
quickly. I would like to see the Presi-
dent stand here before us at the State
of the Union address February 4 and be
able to announce to the world that he
has been exonerated by the United
States Senate.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 23
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

You have promised, O God, that You
are with us wherever we are and what-
ever we are doing—to heal and to help,
to give strength and make us whole.

We pray that the Members of this as-
sembly especially, and all of us, will be
receptive to Your promises and receive
them with confidence and conviction,
that, armed by Your spirit, they will be
able to forge good legislation which
promotes justice, equity, and truth.

May we be mindful that all are cre-
ated in Your image. Help us to see
Your spirit in those who are different
from us in age, color, religion, and all
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other ways, including in politics, and
engage each other with goodwill and
respect.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BUDD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the resignation
of the gentleman from California, Mr.
HUNTER, the whole number of the
House is 430.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

HONORING THE LEGACY OF MAMIE
KIRKLAND

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam
Speaker, last month Buffalo’s oldest
resident, Mamie Kirkland, passed away
at the age of 111. Mamie made Buffalo
her home in 1923 after spending a life-
time outsmarting racism in Mis-
sissippi, Illinois, and Ohio. She fled ri-
oting, burning of homes, and the shoot-
ing of residents by an angry racist
mob. She witnessed the Ku Klux Klan
burn a cross on the lawn of her family
home.

Through these memories she inspired
the creation of both the Legacy Mu-
seum and National Memorial for Peace
and Justice.

Four years ago Ms. Kirkland was
honored at a gala by the Equal Justice
Initiative. When asked to speak on her
journey, she said: “‘I left Mississippi a
scared little girl of 7 years old. Now I
am 107—and I am not afraid anymore.”

I rise to honor the fearless legacy of
Ms. Kirkland for the citizens of Buf-
falo, a city honored to be Mamie’s
home.
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IRAN PROTESTS

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, the amazing
capabilities of our men and women in
uniform, combined with decisive action
by President Trump, inspired thou-
sands of civilians throughout Iran to
take to the streets over the weekend to
protest their government. These indi-
viduals braved the threat of live fire,
teargas, and further damage to show
the Ayatollah and his thugs that
enough is enough.

It is a shame that in sharp contrast,
House Democrats last week buckled to
the Iranian regime and passed a con-
current War Powers Resolution at-
tempting to tie the President’s hands
and obstruct his already successful Ira-
nian strategy. Furthermore, the
Speaker yesterday sadly attempted to
downplay these nationwide protests as
just ‘‘students’ upset about the
downed airliner.

To the protesters in Tehran, Shiraz,
and elsewhere: I say the Speaker of
this House does not speak for all of us.
We do not downplay your courage, and
we stand with you.

————
DRUG PRICING

(Ms. JOHNSON of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
as a professional registered nurse in
Congress, I must say how crucial it is
for essential medications to be afford-
able and accessible.

In 2017, 42 percent of Texas residents
stopped taking medications as pre-
scribed simply due to cost according to
AARP. Over 2.6 million Texans have di-
abetes, and they must have daily ac-
cess to affordable and quality insulin.

Mr. Speaker, huge investments from
taxpayers go into the development of
quality medications, yet just in the
first days of 2020 multiple pharma-
ceutical companies have increased
prices on over 400 drugs by 5 percent of
the taxpayers’ money.

We must do more to protect the vul-
nerable members of our communities,
especially our seniors and the unin-
sured. With support of this House and
Senate, we must continue to work to-
gether to lower the cost of prescription
drugs for our constituents.

————

ANTI-SEMITISM

(Mr. BUDD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to condemn the increasing anti-Se-
mitic violence that has spread in re-
cent months, including the recent stab-
bing that happened last month in New
York.

Mr. Speaker, anti-Semitic and anti-
Israel attitudes often emerge because
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